French Foreign Minister visits Thailand 
October 29, 2007, 2:48 pm

                  Mr. Bernard Kouchner, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the French Republic, will be visiting Thailand on October 30th to discuss the situation in Mynamnar as well as bilateral relations between Thailand and France, which will include issues on trade, investment, energy, trilateral cooperation, and cooperation in space and satellites. 

                  On this visit to the region, Mr. Kouchner will also be traveling to Singapore and the People’s Republic of China. On his visit to Thailand, Mr. Kouchner will meet for consultations with Mr. Nitya Pibulsonggram, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and will also pay a courtesy call on the Prime Minister, H.E. General Surayud Chulanond.

                  Thailand and France have established relations for over 300 years, ever since the Ayudhaya period during the reign of King Narai when there was an exchange of envoys between the French and Thai courts. Since then Thai-French relations have evolved into a close friendship, more recently marked by the establishment of a Join Plan of Action in 2004 and the State Visit of H.E. Mr. Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic, in February 2006. In addition, the creation of a Roadmap on Economic Partnership in September 2006 aims to double trade and investment between Thailand and France by 2008 and to triple bilateral trade by 2012. 

                   In 2006, trade between Thailand and France amounted to US$2.86 billion, with French investment in Thailand that year, through the BOI, totaling to around 412 million baht. There are currently 350 French companies that are doing business in Thailand and both countries have agreed to double the number of French companies in Thailand by 2008.

                   Thailand and France are also partners in trilateral cooperation under the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) and Greater Mekong Subregion Economic Cooperation (GMS) frameworks for regional development, and as exemplified by the railway development project in Nalang Port in Vientiane. Thailand has also expressed the intention to increase trilateral cooperation with France to other regions such as Africa. 
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